Myth and reality in the rural health service crisis: facing up to community responsibilities.
Rural communities, rural advocacy organizations, and policy makers persist in perpetuating two serious but related misconceptions, namely: (1) The continuing deterioration of health services in most rural communities is primarily the result of forces and factors outside of the communities themselves, and (2) the solution to reverse this deterioration will come mainly from changes in reimbursement and other types of public policy initiatives. Overemphasis on the role of external factors has created a serious imbalance in programs, resources, and policy efforts, including those supported by the NRHA, resulting in inadequate national efforts and resources to foster community-based solutions. Suggested solutions include: (1) application by communities of a proven set of principles for organizing and developing local health services, and (2) creation of a national network to promote such community-based solutions.